By Julie Kee

HE WAS “a man - who never»
spared anybody; on the other

hand, he ‘never spared him-

self”, said-an admirer of sur-

geon Yahya Cohen.

“ Dr Yahya Cohen, a pionger
surgeon here, was well known
for being a tough task-master, -
sdaid his~friends and former .
colleagues: But. they also”
" knew. that it was due to his
total dedlcatlon to his profes-- :
sion.’ B

Now; elght years: after his

| retirement, the Chapter of
Surgeons has decided to. hon-

our ‘Dr-Cohen, 75; for his out-
standing’ contmbutmns to ‘sur-
gery by setting up an annual
Yahya Cohen Lecture.

The “léctureship, - opén "to’
all Fellows and Membeérs of .
‘the Chapter of Surgeons will
“be awarded.to.:the main au-
“thor of the best scientific. pa-
per pubhshed in the preced-~
:ing year,

The mauéural lecture W111

='be held on Nov1l' -at 2pm

during the 29th Annual Com-
bined Surgical Meeting.

‘Born in Singapore of Jew-
ish parents, Dr Cohen decided
as a young boy to make sur-
gery a career. . .

In 1947, he graduated from
the King Edward VII College
of Medicine. In 1948, he won
the Queen’s Scholarship to do

. his postgraduate studles in-
- Britain.

He spent the next 40 years
caring for patients, educating

! medical students and working

News Clip reported in 1995. Dr Yahya Cohen has deceased in 2003.

with - 'S€ ral
tions. L

He was semor surgeon at
the Singapore General HOSpl"
tal -from" 1960: to 1972, presi-
dent -of the Smgapore Medical

. Association from 1961 to 1962,

the first Chairman of the

1 feel very . honoured.”" -

' -ested m my-work.”

| ed1ca1 assoma-f I

y aits . working.:
Times heé Wwas:touched by the -
decision to set up:the lecture.

Committee of Surgery of the He said: “I didn’t expect:it.

Obv1ously uncomfortable .

‘out to be a great - man I am

just an: ordmary person mter-
b

mooted. the 1dea of the‘lec
i:ago, said ‘of ‘the pro-:
%Once, I saw him liter-
ally, rap asurgeon’s ‘knuckles
witha pair of’ surgical forceps

when he felt he was not sufh

years of marrlag we hardly
spent a Sundaymorning “to-
gether because 'he ‘'was always

.. “He would always ‘say:
‘The patient’is-ill on'Sundays. "
The patient hasmo: hohday '




