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I would like to invite all interested friends and colleagues from the college of Surgeons, Singapore to join us for this 

upcoming event.  

Do contact us at Secretariat@hpba.sg or Adrian.chiow.k.h@singhealth.com.sg for more information regarding this 

event.  

 

 

A/Prof. Adrian Chiow 
 
Head, Senior Consultant  
Department of Surgery, Changi General Hospital 
 
Associate Professor, Duke-NUS Medical School, Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine 
 
Organising Chairman, ASEAN MIS HPB Conference 2025 
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Clinical Observership at Leipzig Heart Centre, Germany 

COLLEGE OF SURGEONS, SINGAPORE TRAVELLING FELLOWSHIP 2024  

-  Dr. Zhu Ling 
 

Introduction 

The Heart Center Leipzig is one of the top centers in the world for heart surgery. Founded in Sep 1994, it has played a 

significant role in pioneering and developing many innovative cardiac treatments, such as minimally invasive heart 

valve surgery and transcatheter valve procedures, which are now regularly performed around the world. By 2010, a 

�š�}�š���o�� �}�(�� �ï�U�ð�ï�ô�� �‰���š�]���v�š�•�� �µ�v�����Œ�Á���v�š�� �u�]�v�]�u���o�o�Ç�� �]�v�À���•�]�À���� �u�]�š�Œ���o�� �À���o�À���� �•�µ�Œ�P���Œ�Ç�� �]�v�� �,�����Œ�š�� �����v�š���Œ�� �>���]�‰�Ì�]�P�� �Á�]�š�Z�]�v�� �í�ì�� �Ç�����Œ�•�[��

�‰���Œ�]�}���X�� �/�š�•�� �µ�v�]�‹�µ���� �‰�Œ���u�����•�µ�Œ������ �^�>�}�}�‰�� �d�����Z�v�]�‹�µ���_�� �]�v�� �u�]�š�Œ���o�� �Œ���‰���]�Œ�� �•�µ�Œ�P���Œ�Ç�� �]�•�� �Á���o�o�� ���•�š�����o�]�•�Z������ ���v���� �v�}w worldwide 

employed. Up to date, Heart Center Leipzig is performing more than 3000 heart surgeries annually, providing pre-

admission, in-patient and out-Patient care for nearly 44,000 patients each year, and owning the world largest 

experience with minimal invasive mitral valve surgery. For a cardiac surgeon in the early stage of career like me, it is a 

great learning opportunity to visit a high volume and experienced surgical center like this. Thanks to the support of 

College of Surgeons of Singapore Travelling Fellowship, in Aug 2024, I embarked on my journey for a 2-week Clinical 

Observership in Heart Centre Leipzig, hoping to take a deeper view and gain some valuable experience from the world-

leading surgical center.   

Getting to Heart Center Leipzig
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Heart Center Leipzig is located in the area of Probstheida, south-east of Leipzig city. It is conveniently connected by 

public transport from downtown. The bus line 76 will bring you from a vibrant urban area into a tranquil suburb full of 

parks and green �����o�š�•�U���Á�]�š�Z���]�š�•���(�]�v���o���•�š�}�‰�����š���^�,���Œ�Ì�Ì���v�š�Œ�µ�u�_���~�,�����Œ�š�������v�š���Œ�•�X���d�Z�����Z�}�•�‰�]�š���o���Z���•���u���]�v�š���]�v�������]�š�•���š�Œ�����]�š�]�}�v���o��

���}�v�•�š�Œ�µ���š�]�}�v���o���(�Œ���u�����•�]�v�������í�õ�õ�ð�X���d�Z�������v�š�Œ���v�������o�������•���Ç�}�µ�����]�Œ�����š�o�Ç���]�v�š�}���š�Z�����Œ�������‰�š�]�}�v�������•�l���(�}�Œ���}�µ�š�‰���š�]���v�š�•�[���Œ���P�]�•�š�Œ���š�]�}�v��

and inpatients admission. The glass dome sheds in the natural sunlight into the seating area and helps to ease the 

anxiety while awaiting as a patient. Next to the reception hall is the 6-storey main building, well compacted with 

outpatient clinic, administration office and inpatient wards. The central atrium opens up to a wide angle, with green 

plants hanging over every floor, which has created a serene and cozy environment.  

There are 10 operation theatres (OT) located over 2 floors. 6 OTs are for open heart surgery (1 for congenital) and 4 

OTs are hybrid room for transcatheter and vascular procedures. There is a general preparation room for invasive line 

settings for all cases, before patient is moved to individual induction room for intubation, after which the patient will 

be transferred to operation table. There is a central listing board in the hallway. It shows an overview of the OT listings 

on that day, which is color-coded and being updated by individual OT throughout the progress of surgery �t from 

patient being in induction room for intubation (orange color), skin incision (red color), aortic cross-clamp off (yellow 

color), drains in, till patient being transferred out of OT room (green color), the colour changes dynamically as 

operation moves on. The real-time information helps to facilitate the manpower and resources management. As an 

observer, this is my favourite place to start, glimpsing through the cases then make up my plan where I am going and 

what I am learning on that day. The knife to skin for 1st cases is at 8am, then my day kicks start! 

 

Surgery �t Minimal Invasive and Fast Track 

The first operation to watch and must watch at Leipzig is minimal invasive valve surgery. The patient is usually 

intubated with a single lumen endotracheal tube. After percutaneous cannulation of the femoral artery and vein, the 

patient is connected to cardiopulmonary bypass (CPB). Optimum cannula location is guided by real-time 

Transoesophageal echocardiography (TEE) done by anaesthetist. Mild hypothermia is maintained by perfusionist 

through the CPB circuit. The thorax is usually approached via a small right lateral or anterior mini-thoracotomy through 

the 4th or 3rd intercostal space (ICS), and subsequent surgery is performed by a dedicated instrument set for minimally 

�]�v�À���•�]�À���������Œ���]�������•�µ�Œ�P���Œ�Ç�X���/�v�������•���•���}�(���u�]�š�Œ���o���À���o�À�����Œ���‰���]�Œ�U���š�Z�����^�>�}�}�‰���š�����Z�v�]�‹�µ���_���]�•���u�}�•�š�����}�u�u�}�v�o�Ç���µ�•�����W�����(�š���Œ�����•�•���•�•�]�v�P��

the optimal length from the papillary muscles to the free edge of the prolapsed mitral leaflets, premeasured Gore-Tex 

neochordae with corresponding length is inserted and fixed. After the procedure, the patient is weaned off CPB to 

assess the result of repair or replacement by TEE. If the end result is satisfactory, decannulation and chest closure can 

be proceeded. The patient is then transferred to the postoperative recovery room and to be extubated in a few hours, 

after whi���Z���‰���š�]���v�š���Á�]�o�o�������������u�]�š�š�������š�}���š�Z�����/�v�š���Œ�u�����]���š���������Œ�������Œ�������~�/�����•���Á���Œ���X���d�Z�]�•���^�&���•�š-�d�Œ�����l�_���(�}�Œ�������Œ���]�������•�µ�Œ�P���Œ�Ç��

with early extubation and bypassing ICU, is being applied in 70% of the surgical cases at Leipzig.  
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What impressed me a lot, besides the surgical technics, is the way that everyone in the team is communicating and 

coordinating with each other. During the surgery, the surgeon, the anaesthetist, the surgical assistant, the nurses and 

the perfusionists are working like a symphony. Outside the operation room, the OT manager and chief anaesthetist 

are overseeing the OT situation throughout the day, shifting or adding cases according to the surgery progress and 

resources distribution. It is not a surprise that at 12pm, the central board shows up a few new cases to be started at 

4pm, or an empty OT has been opened up. Late cases can still go for the Fast-Track pathway, being extubated in ICA. 

A few key components have made the high utility of Fast-Track workflow possible: standardized workflow, seamless 

teamwork, good and fast surgery, and high efficiency of communication. This also serves as an essential component 

to support a high-volume center to continuously deliver surgical excellence.  

Not only for valvular disease, Heart Center Leipzig has also been advocating for minimal invasive approach in all scopes 

of cardiac surgery. In the hands of expertise, multivessel coronary artery bypass graft (CABG) are routinely performed 

in a minimal invasive approach, without using CPB (off-pump CABG). In selected cases, left ventricular assisted device 

(LVAD) can also be implanted via left anterior thoracotomy for end-stage heart failure patient. At Heart Center Leipzig, 

up to 70% of procedures are cond�µ���š�������µ�•�]�v�P���u�]�v�]�u���o�o�Ç���]�v�À���•�]�À�����u���š�Z�}���•�����•�������^�Œ�}�µ�š�]�v�����‰�Œ�����š�]�����_�X���d�Z�]�•���•�Ç�•�š���u���]�•���v�}�š��

developed by incidence. It is built on a platform that was founded in the early pioneering period, then consolidated 

and polished over time, with contribution by large case volume and the continuous courage and effort to innovate.  

 

Training and Research 

One of the names that is often mentioned when working in Heart Center Leipzig is Prof. Friedrich-Wilhelm Mohr (Prof. 

Mohr), who was the founder, mentor and role model for more than 100 residents and fellows during his time as an 

active cardiac surgeon and clinical director at Heart Center Leipzig. As a pioneer surgeon in cardiac surgery, Professor 

Mohr, with Professor Alain Carpentier, performed the first robotic mitral valve repair and coronary bypass surgery in 

the world. As a mentor, he has been described as trustful, open minded and friendly. He developed the integrated 

curriculum in cardiac surgery at Leipzig, which differs significantly from the rest in Germany. It is also proudly named 

���•���š�Z�����^�>���]�‰�Ì�]�P���^���Z�}�}�o���}�(�������Œ���]�������^�µ�Œ�P���Œ�Ç�_�X���/�v���š�Z�����(�]�Œ�•�š���ï���Ç�����Œ�•���}f training, the residents are rotating at different levels 

of wards from normal ward to intermediate and intensive care units, to be equipped with a comprehensive skillset of 

perioperative management. The following 3 years are spent in the operating room f�}�Œ���š�Z���� �^�Œ�����o�_�� �•�µ�Œ�P�]�����o�� �š�Œ���]�v�]�v�P�X��

Trainees will be guided to operate step by step, from sternotomy to going on pump, and performing anastomoses for 

coronary or aortic surgery. The final year resident will get the chance to perform a whole case for basic cardiac 

surgeries under supervision. Another important domain in their surgical training is innovation and research. At Leipzig, 

there is strong fundamental support from the academic collaboration with the University of Leipzig, so the residents 

can start their research projects very early. Some outstanding residents also have the opportunity to go for overseas 

�Œ���•�����Œ���Z���(���o�o�}�Á�•�Z�]�‰�U���Á�]�š�Z�������v���(�]�š���(�Œ�}�u���š�Z���������v�š���Œ�[�•���Á�]�������]�v�š���Œ�v���š�]�}�v���o�����}�v�v�����š�]�}�v�•�X�� 
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Upon completion of the residency, the trainees can choose a suitable center, not necessarily at Leipzig, to start the 

journeys as a junior surgeon. The training path for a young surgeon at Leipzig is steady and fast. Besides being on calls 

regularly and performing routine cardiac surgeries like valve replacements and CABG by conventional approaches, 

junior surgeons also can also choose a subspecialty, eg. to be trained for minimal invasive approaches for valve or 

coronary surgery, and gradually develop skillsets for complex procedures like aortic surgery or multivalvular operation. 

The well-known steep learning curve of cardiac surgery can be significantly shortened and flattened by this time-tested 

training system, with its valuable institutional experience and large case volume. Founded by Prof. Mohr 30 years ago, 

���v�����š���l���v���}�À���Œ�����Ç���W�Œ�}�(���D�X�����}�Œ�P���Œ���]�v���î�ì�í�ó�U���š�Z�����^�>���]�‰�Ì�]�P���^���Z�}�}�o�_���]�•�����}�v�š�]�v�µ�}�µ�•�o�Ç���u���l�]�v�P���]�š�•���]�u�‰�����š���]�v�������Œ���]�������•�µ�Œ�P���Œ�Ç��

worldwide. By 2020, more than 25 graduates from Leipzig have taken the role of head of department for cardiac 

surgery at different centers, not only in Germany, but also in many other countries. 

 

Conclusion 

�d�]�u���•���(�o�]���•���•�}���(���•�š�����v�����u�Ç���š�Á�}���Á�����l�•�[���}���•���Œ�À���š�]�}�v�������u�����š�}�����v�����v���X�����š���š�Z���������P�]�v�v�]�v�P���}�(���š�Z�����À�]�•�]�š�U�����µ�o�š�µ�Œ���o���•�Z�}���l�����v����

language barrier made me nervous. But the beauty of surgery is that, there is always some common language during 

operation. The staff at Leipzig are nice and open in communication. So very quickly my days turned into an joyful 

learning journey. The surgeons are very meticulous and serious during operation, but at times they would pause to 

explain to me in English what and why they were doing in certain steps. There was always a chance to discuss about 

the case at the end of surgery. The nurses and the perfusionists were also friendly and always happy to answer my 

numerous questions about the surgical instruments and CPB circuits, and showed me what I would like to see even if 

they were busy. I also got a chance to talk with the residents at different stage of their trainings, and met other 
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international fellows. Sometimes we would have a tea session at the end of the day to share our respective local 

experience and cultures.  

In conclusion, the two-week clinical observation is eye-opening and fruitful. The valuable experience of learning was 

not only limited in technical aspects, but also the for concepts and mindsets in terms of surgical training and career 

development. It also created a cozy platform to make friends, establish links and connections. The trip has ended but 

my learning journey will not stop here. The channels have also been opened for future communications and 

collaborations among different regions.  

I also have summarized some tips to make the best out of it being a clinical observer. Firstly, to prepare for a list of 

�o�����Œ�v�]�v�P���š���Œ�P���š�•�������(�}�Œ�����š�Z�����š�Œ�]�‰�U�����•�l���Ç�}�µ�Œ�����}�o�o�����P�µ���•�����v�����•���v�]�}�Œ�•���(�}�Œ���}�‰�]�v�]�}�v�•�X���^�����}�v���o�Ç�U�����}�v�[�š����e shy because of the 

unfamiliar environment or language barrier, be enthusiastic and look into details, ask a lot of questions. Thirdly, make 

friends with the local surgeons and trainees, exchange your experience with each other. And also, grab some simple 

local language �t �^�D�}�Œ�P���v�_���~�u�}�Œ�v�]�v�P�•�����v�����^�����v�l���_���~�š�Z���v�l�•�•�X���d�Z�]�•���Á�]�o�o���Z���o�‰���•�š���Œ�š�����v�Ç�����}�v�À���Œ�•���š�]�}�v���u�µ���Z�������•�]���Œ�X�� 

 

At last, I would like to express my appreciation to the College of Surgeons, Singapore to support me by the Travelling 

Fellowship. It is a great honour and it has made my learning journey more meaningful and impactful in my career 

developing. I am pretty sure some more colleague fellows will benefit from this program in the future.  

 

 

 

 

Dr Zhu Ling graduated in Peking Union Medical College (PUMC) in Beijing, China. She completed her 
training of Cardiothoracic Surgery in SingHealth Residency Program and was admitted to the 
Fellowship of the Royal College of Surgery Edinburgh (FRCSEd-CT) and the Academy of Medicine, 
Singapore (FAMS) in 2022. She is currently working as a Consultant in National Heart Centre Singapore 
and specialized in adult cardiac surgery, with a particular interest in valve operations. She is also 
actively involved in the surgical community work. She is the current Honorary Secretary for Chapter 
of Cardiothoracic Surgery, College of Surgeons Singapore for 2023-2025.  Besides work, she likes to 
�•�‰���v�����š�]�u�����]�v���P���Œ�����v�]�v�P�����v�����š�Œ���À���o�o�]�v�P�X�����}�Œ�v���]�v���š�Z�������]�š�Ç���}�(�����Z�}�v�P�‹�]�v�P�U�����Z�]�v���U�����o�•�}���l�v�}�Á�v�����•���^�D�}�µ�v�š���]�v��
���]�š�Ç�_�U���•�Z�����Á�}�µ�o�����Z�]�P�Z�o�Ç���Œ�����}�u�u���v�����Ç�}�µ���š�}���À�]�•�]�š���Z���Œ���Z�}�u���š�}�Á�v�U���(�}�Œ���]�š�•���µ�v�]�‹�µ�����o���v���•�����‰�����Á�Z���Œ���������š�Œ���]�v��
can travel through a building, and moreover, the irresistible spicy food and the original hot pot!  
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National University Hospital Week of Robot-Assisted 
Laparoscopic Paediatric Urology 
- A/Prof . Mali Vidyadhar  

 

Background 

The minimally invasive approach using robotic technology is fully incorporated in adult surgery. The first international 

paediatric studies with a robotic approach date from 2001.1  

 

Figure: Overview of educational activities in the Week of Paediatric Robotic Surgery in National University Hospital in August 2024 

In Singapore, Robotic Surgery was first attempted in children in the Department of Paediatric Surgery in the National 

University Hospital (NUH) in November 2009 under the proctorship of Dr John Meehan, the then co-director of Robotic 

�^�µ�Œ�P���Œ�Ç�����š���^�����š�š�o�������Z�]�o���Œ���v�[�•���]�v���t���•�Z�]�v�P�š�}�v�X Between November 6 and November 13 that year, Dr Meehan conducted 

a robotic animal workshop, video presentations, case discussions and live demonstration Robotic surgery. A benign 

thoracic teratoma measuring 6.2 x 3.3 x 1.8cm was removed using the Da Vinci Si platform in a 9-year child. The 

operation was uneventful and took 161 minutes. The child was discharged on the third postoperative day and had 

remained well. The programme was well-received by paediatric surgeons and trainees in Singapore.  

With the availability of 5-mm instruments on the Da Vinci Si platform, a further attempt at paediatric robotic surgery 

was made under the proctorship of Professor Craig Peters between November 14 and 18 in 2011. Aside from the 
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absence of the animal lab component, Professor Peters ran a similar program to Dr Meehan. A robotic-assisted 

laparoscopic extravesical detrussorrhapy for symptomatic vesicoureteric reflux was completed uneventfully. 

Subsequent to the emerging and accumulated evidence on the feasibility and safety of the robot in paediatric urology 

operations, we organised a week of Robotic Surgery in the Department of Paediatric Surgery at NUH in August 2024 

under the proctorship of Professor Mohan Gundeti, Director and Chief of Paediatric Urology from The University of 

Chicago. This educational event was endorsed by NUH Robotic Committee and Robotic Surgery Society of Singapore. 

This is a summary of the activities and operations achieved with immediate outcomes. (Figure) 

 

Invited Visiting Professor 

Professor Mohan Gundeti is the invited Wong Hock Boon Visiting Professor at the National University of Singapore 

under the Department of Paediatrics at NUH for the year 2024-25. He is internationally recognised and acclaimed as 

a leading expert in robotic and minimally invasive paediatric urology procedures.   He has more than 100 peer-

reviewed publications with an h-index of 33. He has received numerous awards from the American Urological 

Association and the European Society for Paediatric Urology. 

 

Objectives 

(a) Increase the comprehension of the basic and fundamental principles of the robotic platform (Da Vinci Xi) as it 

applies to paediatric surgery in general and paediatric urology in particular. 

(b) Gain understanding for the appropriate use of the robotic platform as part of the treatment plan for paediatric 
surgical and paediatric urological conditions. 

(c) Acquire educational information for the professional development of paediatric surgeons in robotic surgery. 

 

Educational activities 

(a) Case discussions (robotic surgery for paediatric pelvi-ureteric junction obstruction and vesicoureteric reflux) 

including a � R̂eview of the LUAA technique and literature for Robotic Ureteral Reimplantation�_ by the NUH paediatric 

surgery residents.   

(b) Lectures on (i) overview of robotic surgery in paediatric surgery and paediatric urology, (ii) evolution of the difficult 

urinary bladder in posterior urethral valves 

(c) Demonstration robotic pyeloplasty and ureteric reimplantation surgeries including the participation of senior 

paediatric surgeons in NUH. 



College of Surgeons, Academy of Medicine, Singapore  
 

- Issue 6, Dec 2024 - 

 

Case reports (Table 1) 

The NUH Da Vinci Xi robotic system was utilised for the paediatric operations during this week. The operating room 

(OR) team comprises of a constant pool of well-settled and matured OR nurses with training and experience in all adult 

robotic procedures in NUH. Preparation included discussions of the selected cases with the details of the operative 

�•�š���‰�•�� �µ�v�����Œ�� �W�Œ�}�(�� �'�µ�v�����š�]�[�•�� �•�µ�‰���Œ�À�]�•�]�}�v�X�� �d�Z�� console team was led by Professor Gundeti with opportunities for 2 

designated senior paediatric surgeons from NUH (MV and NYL) to participate for some of the operation steps. These 

2 surgeons were identified and designated based on (a) satisfactory completion of online and in-service training as 

stipulated by intuitive (Da Vinci system), (b) training with dry simulations and achievement of minimum scores as a 

console surgeon and (c) further training with porcine models and observed robotic procedures (Robotic-assisted 

laparoscopic extravesical ureteric reimplantation-RALUR-EV and robotic pyeloplasty). The patient-side assistance was 

by a consultant paediatric surgeon from our institute (LYY) because of his prior extensive experience in a similar role 

in adult robotic surgery. To maintain continuity, the same team of surgeons participated in all 3 operations with similar 

roles to maintain uniformity in learning and safety standards.  

All operations were video recorded for review and audit purposes. The video of the first RALUR-EV was reviewed by 

the 2 designated NUH paediatric surgeons prior to and as preparation for the 2nd case of RALUR-EV. 

 

The RALUR-EV procedures were performed as previously well described by Professor Gundeti emphasising the LUAA 

principles; namely tunnel length of 3�t4 cm (L), the U-advancement 

Stitch (U), placement of the ureteral apical alignment suture (A), and inclusion of ureteral adventitia (A) in 

detrusorrhaphy.2 Robotic pyeloplasty was performed as per previously described principles from experienced centres.3 

There were no intraoperative complications. To date, all 3 patients have remained well with a follow-up period of 6 

weeks. The stent removal and post-stent removal imaging are scheduled. There were no surgical wound infections 

and scar cosmesis was satisfactory in all 3 patients.  

 

Discussion 

The last 20 years have witnessed an increase in the use of robotic technology among the paediatric age group because 

�}�(�� �•�Ç�u�u���š�Œ�]�����o�� �u�}�À���u���v�š�� �]�v�� �o�]�v���� �Á�]�š�Z�� �š�Z���� �•�µ�Œ�P���}�v�[�•�� �Z���v���•�U�� �Á�Z�]���Z�� ���o�o�}�Á�•�� �(�}�Œ�� �‰�Œ�����]�•�]�}�v�� �}�(�� �u�}�À���u���v�š�•�� �]�v�� ���}�v�(�]�v������

spaces and makes the learning curve shorter as compared to laparoscopy.3 We listed paediatric urology cases for our  

most recent robotic week because currently the well accepted robotic applications in children comprise of the robot-

assisted pyeloplasty, hemi-nephrectomy, and ureteric reimplantation.3,4,5,6 Under the experienced guidance of a senior 

proctor, we completed robot-assisted ureteric reimplantation and robotic pyeoplasty in NUH safely and without 

intraoperative and postoperative complications. The details of the robotic platform in general (such as safe and 

accurate port insertion, alignment and docking) and the nuances of the respective operations in particular were better 

appreciated by not only the participating NUH paediatric surgeons but also by the observing senior paediatric surgeons 
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from other hospitals in Singapore who were inside the OR. We await postoperative imaging to evaluate outcomes. As 

a result of this positive experience, we propose to continue with further sessions on (a) dry lab (b) wet lab and (c) 

similar proctored activity for safe and effective application of robotic surgery. 

The quality of published evidence for robotic surgery in children remains supported by case-reports and retrospective 

case-series mostly with non-inferiority to conventional laparoscopy. The evidence for measurable and long-term 

favourable outcomes is forthcoming. The main drawbacks are the limitations due to the smaller size of the paediatric 

patients and the lack of availability of 5mm instruments in the latest Xi model in use. Furthermore, robotic procedures 

seem to cost about 29% more per case.2 In adults, the costs may be mitigated by high turnover (> 300 cases) which 

may be challenging to achieve in paediatric surgery units.6 Users from multiple specialities in an adult-paediatric 

institute may be the way forward in achieving a high turnover for an individual Robotic system. 

Ongoing refinements are necessary to overcome the challenges of instrument design for children, training for smaller 

number of cases and for a wider variety of procedures and high costs in comparison to laparoscopy. Although 

laparoscopy may continue to be a popular choice for paediatric procedures because of widespread availability, 

expertise and the advantages of minimal access surgery in comparison to open surgery, the robotic platform carries 

an appeal because of a shorter learning curve for residents with the potential to reduce the footprint of surgical 

education on paediatric patients.  Whilst acknowledging its current limitations and applicability to selected pathologies 

in children, robotic surgery carries transformative potential in reshaping paediatric surgical care in the future. 

Table: Robotic-assisted operations performed in NUH during Paediatric Robotic Surgery Week 

 RALUR-EV Robotic Pyeloplasty 
Case 1 Case 2 Case 3 

Age (years)/Sex 
Body weight (kg) 
Height (cm) 

12/F 
37 
126 

11/F 
34.7 
139 

6/M 
17.8 
113 

Diagnosis 
 

Bilateral VUR 
(Right -grade IV 
Left- grade I) 

Bilateral VUR 
(Right -grade III 
Left- grade II) 

Left PUJO  

Indication for 
operation 

Breakthrough UTIs Breakthrough UTIs 
post-Deflux 

PUJO with differential 
kidney function 

Kidney function (%) 91-9 (Right-Left) 
Parents preferred to keep the 
left kidney.  

66-34 (Right-Left) 54.8-45.2 (Right-Left) 

Operation performed Bilateral RALUR-EV 
(Dilated left ureter on MCU 
and intraoperatively. Hence 
reimplanted to preserve 
remaining kidney function) 

Right RALUR-EV    
(The left VUR had 
markedly improved 
post-Deflux) 

Robot-Assisted 
Anderson Hynes 
dismembered 
pyeloplasty 

Operation time 
(minutes) 

236 168 144 

Hospital stay (days) 3 3 4 
 
RALUR-EV- Robotic Assisted Laparoscopic Extravesical Ureteric Reimplantation 
VUR- Vesicoureteric reflux 
PUJO- Pelviureteric junction obstruction 
UTIs- Urinary tract infections 
MCU- Micturating cystourethrogram 
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- A/Prof Mali  

 

Adj A/Prof.  Mali Vidyadhar is a senior consultant in the department of paediatric surgery and the 
surgical director of the paediatric liver and paediatric kidney transplant service in NUH.  

His contributions extend across clinical practice, academic endeavours, and international 
collaboration, making a significant impact locally and globally in the field of paediatric surgery 
and transplantation. He joined and has served continuously in the depar tment of paediatric 
surgery and paediatric transplantation since 2001.  

Since his appointment in 2021 as a surgical director of paediatric transplantation in NUH, the 
service has achieved outcomes matching international benchmarks.  
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Eulogy: Sir Roy Calne (1930 �t 2024)  

His Impact on Paediatric Liver Transplant in Singapore 

- Dr. Lee Yang Yang, A/Prof Mali Vidyadhar Padmakar, Prof. Krishnan Prabhakaran 

Professor Sir Roy Yorke Calne FRS FRCS, a giant in the field of organ transplantation, passed away on 6th January 2024 

���P������ �õ�ï�X�� �,���� �Á���•�� ���� �À�]�•�]�}�v���Œ�Ç�� �Á�Z�}�•���� �š�����u�� ���š�� ���������v���Œ�}�}�l���[�•�� �,�}�•�‰�]�š���o�� �]�v�� �����u���Œ�]���P���� �‰���Œ�(�}�Œ�u������ ���µ�Œ�}�‰���[�•�� �(�]�Œ�•�š�� �o�]�À���Œ��

transplantation in 1968.1 He also experimented with immunosuppressants, pioneering the use of 6-mercaptopurine 

in canine renal transplant models in 1959 while working at the Royal Free Hospital in London2, progressing onto 

azathioprine, cyclosporine in animal models, before successfully translating onto human organ transplantation. 

Together with Thomas Starzl, Sir Roy Calne brought the field of organ transplantation from marginal science into 

mainstream medical therapy.  

In the footnotes of such an illustrious academic medical career, it is often overlooked that for a time Sir Roy Calne 

roamed the wards and corridors of the erstwhile British Military Hospital in Singapore (the current-day Alexandra 

Hospital) as a medical officer during the 1950s, and would later re-visit Singapore in the 1990s to help initiate and 

establish a liver transplantation programme in the National University Hospital.  

 

A Life in Transplantation Science 

�^�]�Œ���Z�}�Ç���Á���•�����}�Œ�v���]�v���^�µ�Œ�Œ���Ç���}�v���ï�ì�š�Z�����������u�����Œ���í�õ�ï�ì�U�����v�����•�š���Œ�š�������Z�]�•���u�����]�����o�������µ�����š�]�}�v�����š���'�µ�Ç�[�•���D�����]�����o���^���Z�}�}�o�����š���š�Z����

age of 16. He recalled being appalled when, as a medical student, he was assigned a 20-year-�}�o�����‰���š�]���v�š���Á�]�š�Z�����Œ�]�P�Z�š�[�•��

Disease and end-stage r���v���o���(���]�o�µ�Œ���U�����v�����Á���•���š�}�o�����š�}���‰�Œ���‰���Œ�����š�Z�����‰���š�]���v�š�[�•���]�u�u�]�v���v�š�������u�]�•�����Á�]�š�Z�]�v���š�Á�}���Á�����l�•�X�ï���t�Z���v��

���•�l�������]�(�������l�]���v���Ç���P�Œ���(�š���Á�}�µ�o�����Z���À�����•���À�������š�Z�]�•���‰���š�]���v�š�U���Z�]�•���š�µ�š�}�Œ���Œ���‰�o�]�������^�/�š�������v�[�š�����������}�v���X�_���d�Z�������Æ�‰���Œ�]���v�������•�š���Ç�������Á�]�š�Z��

Sir Roy throughout his subsequent National Service in Malaya and Hong Kong as a medical officer with the Gurkha 

unit, before revisiting organ transplantation during a lecture by Peter Medawar on the immunological characteristics 

of graft rejection. 

�^�]�Œ���Z�}�Ç���•�š���Œ�š���������v�]�u���o���Á�}�Œ�l���}�v���š�Z�����Z�}�Ç���o�����}�o�o���P�����}�(���^�µ�Œ�P���}�v�[�•�����µ���l�•�š�}�v�������Œ�}�Á�v�����&���Œ�u�U�����š�š���u�‰�š�]�v�P���À���Œ�]�}�µ�•���(�}�Œ�u�•���}�(��

immunomodulation on his canine subjects such as whole body irradiation prior to renal transplantation, before 

achieving success with 6-mercaptopurine in 1959.2 This unfortunately did not translate well onto his human patients, 

when he had two unsuccessful human transplants in 1960. He was subsequently introduced to azathioprine during his 

fellowship at the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital under Joseph Murray and Francis Moore. On his return in 1963, he 

���}�u�u���v�������� �‰�Œ�����š�]������ ���š�� �^�š�� �D���Œ�Ç�[�•�� �,�}�•�‰�]�š���o�[�•�� �l�]���v���Ç�� �š�Œ���v�•�‰�o���v�š���š�]�}�v�� �‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�u���U�� �Á�Z���Œ���� �Z���� �Œ���‰�o���������� �Á�Z�}�o���� ���}���Ç��

irradiation with azathioprine as the immunosuppressant of choice. In 1965, he was appointed Chair of Surgery at 

Cambridge, where he then performed the first successful liver transplantation in Europe in 1968. Other European liver 
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transplant programmes were started in Groningen, Paris and Hanover, but were plagued with poor graft and recipient 

survivals, until the introduction of cyclosporin in 1977.4  

�d�Z���� �š�Œ���v�•�‰�o���v�š���š�]�}�v���‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�u�������š�����������v���Œ�}�}�l���[�•���]�v�������u���Œ�]���P���� �Z���•���•�]�v������ �P�Œ�}�Á�v���]�v�š�}�������u���i�}�Œ�����o�]�v�]�����o�����v�����Œ���•�����Œ���Z��

�����v�š�Œ���X���h�v�����Œ���^�]�Œ���Z�}�Ç�[�•���o���������Œ�•�Z�]�‰�U���š�Z���������v�š���Œ���‰���Œ�(�}�Œ�u�������š�Z�����(�]�Œ�•�š�����}�u���]�v�������o�]�À���Œ�U���Z�����Œ�š�����v�����o�µ�v�P���š�Œ���v�•�‰�o���v�š���š�]�}�v���]�v��

1987, the first intestinal transplant in the United Kingdom in 1992, and the first multi-visceral transplant (comprising 

combined stomach, small bowel, pancreas, liver and kidney grafts) in 1994. Sir Roy was himself elected Fellow of the 

Royal Society in 1974,  and received his knighthood in the 1986 Birthday Honours. He retired as the Chair of Surgery 

at the age of 68 in 1998,  but remained active in kidney transplantation and research well into his eighties. Sir Roy 

passed away from heart failure on 6th January 2024.  

 

Fig 1. Prof Sir Roy Calne attempting to corral a porcine patient at the Singapore General Hospital Animal Laboratory.  

 

Impact on Paediatric Liver Transplantation in Singapore 

The first deceased donor renal transplant in Singapore was performed in Outram General Hospital in 1970, and the 

Human Organ Transplant Act (HOTA) was introduced in 1987 as an opt-out legislation to expand the cadaveric donor 

pool in Singapore. In February 1990, the Ministry of Health approved the development of two pilot organ transplant 

programmes �t a heart transplant programme at the Singapore General Hospital, and a Liver Transplantation 
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Programme at the National University Hospital.5 The Health Ministry anticipated an annual national requirement of 

20 heart transplants and 33 liver transplants. As part of the preparatory work, two members (Dr Susan Lim and Prof 

Krishnan Prabhakaran) of the liver transplantation team were sent on fello�Á�•�Z�]�‰���š�}�����������v���Œ�}�}�l���[�•���,�}�•�‰�]�š���o���š�}���š�Œ���]�v��

with the Cambridge team. Sir Roy Calne was also instrumental in the preparatory work, travelling to Singapore to train 

the liver transplantation team at the Singapore General Hospital Animal Laboratory (Fig 1).  

The first liver transplantation in Singapore was performed in September 1990 at the National University Hospital 

(NUH), when a 25-year-old female patient with autoimmune hepatitis received a cadaveric whole liver graft from a 

22-year-old deceased organ donor. Dr Susan Lim was the lead surgeon for the five-hour procedure, with the other 

three surgeons being Prof Abu Rauff, Prof Prabhakaran and Prof Ti Thiow Kong. The anaesthetists supporting the 

procedure were Dr Ashok Kumar and Dr Lai Fook Onn.6 The operation was a success with the liver functioning well 

immediately post-operatively, and the patient recovered well and celebrated her 50th birthday in 2015.7  

Fig 2. The National University Hospital team behind the first Singaporean liver transplant operation.  

 

After Dr Susan Lim went into private practice, it was Prof Prabhakaran who took the fledgling liver transplant 

programme further, with the first paediatric liver transplant in 1991, the first living donor paediatric liver transplant in 

1996, and the first split paediatric-adult liver transplant in 1997 (Figure 3).Currently, the organ transplant programme 

at National University Centre for Organ Transplantation (NUCOT) at NUH is effectively the national programme for 

paediatric liver transplantation. The programme recently celebrated a successful 150th liver transplant in 2023. The 

outcomes of NUCOT paediatric liver transplantation unit are comparable to  Scientific Registry for Transplant 

Recipients in the United States and European Liver Transplant Registry in Europe (table 1).8 
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The seed that was planted by Sir Roy Calne so many years has continued to grow strong and bear fruits. New seeds 

are sown as the National University Hospital team has gone out of Singapore to help set up regional paediatric liver 

transplant programs at the Dr Kariadi Central General Hospital in Semarang Indonesia, and the Cipto Mangunkusumo 

Hospital in Jakarta. For his role in establishing our  national liver transplant programme, Sir Roy was appointed the 

Yeoh Ghim Seng Professor of Surgery by the National University of Singapore in 1998. After his retirement, Sir Roy 

continued to visit Singapore over the years for academic exchanges. In his own words, as reminded fondly by our co-

���µ�š�Z�}�Œ�U���^�/�(���Ç�}�µ�������Œ�������]�P���š�Z�]�v�P�•�U���š�Z���Œ�����Á�]�o�o���������š�Z�}�•�����Á�Z�}���Á�]�o�o���•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š���Ç�}�µ�U�����v�����š�Z�}�•�����Á�Z�}�������v�[�š���Á���]�š���š�}���•�������Ç�}�µ���(���]�o�X�����d�Z����

�š�Œ�]���l���]�•���š�}���š�Œ�Ç�����v�Ç�Á���Ç�X�_���Z���‹�µ�]���•�����š���]�v���‰���������U���^�]�Œ���Z�}�Ç�X��  

 

Fig 3. Timeline of the National University Hospital Paediatric Liver Transplant Programme.

 

 

 
 
 

Table 1. Survivorship Data for the National Paediatric Liver Transplantation Programme 

 

 1 Year 3 Years 5 Years 
Graft Survival  
(n=150) 

86.4% 85.7% 82.1% 

US�• 90.3% 85.4% 81.9% 
Europe�• 75.0% 71.0% 66.0% 

 

 1 Year 3 Years 5 Years 
Patient Survival 
(n=142) 

89.3% 85.7% 85.0% 

US�• 94.9% 91.4% 88.2% 
Europe�• 85.3% 82.5% 80.3% 

 

�•OPTN/STRT Annual Data Report: Liver 9 
�•ELTR Transplant Registry 10
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The URCS is Singapore's most extensive urology educational course, organized annually by the Singapore Urological 

Association (SUA). URCS 2024 was held from August 21st to 23rd at the Holiday Inn Atrium Hotel and Sengkang General 

Hospital. This year's course featured an exciting program with didactic faculty lectures, interactive resident-presented 

microteaching, and practical hands-on training (HOT). 

 

We were privileged to host a diverse and talented group of 31 faculties from various sub-specialities in the Singaporean 

public and private sector institutions, along with two esteemed faculties from Canada (Prof Alexandre Zlotta) and 

Malaysia (Prof Tan Guan Hee), renowned urologic oncologists. This year, we welcomed 65 resident delegates, 30 

hailing from different Asian countries such as Malaysia, Thailand, Nepal, Hong Kong SAR, Macau SAR, Sri Lanka, and 

Pakistan. This rich diversity provided numerous educational opportunities for our residents to interact and learn from 

their international peers, fostering a sense of global camaraderie. 

 

During the first two days, delegates were exposed to the entire breadth of the urological curriculum, with moderated 

microteaching competitions in which the best presenters received award certificates. The first two days aimed to 

enable better preparation for resident examinations, including special talks on top tips for taking exams and Artificial 

Intelligence to make them future-ready! We also had a unique social night for networking, and our delegates enjoyed 

several ice-breaker games. 

 

The third day was dedicated to a hands-on training (HOT) program, where residents gained practical exposure to a 

wide range of surgical simulators in the fields of robotics (Da Vinci XI), laparoscopy (2d/3d), endourology (PCNL/RIRS), 

focal therapy (Cryotherapy/Irreversible electropolation), BPH techniques (TURP/Rezum/iTIND/Urolift), as well as 

- Dr. Raj Tiwari 
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unique stations on hemostatic devices and urological prosthesis. Additionally, we were excited to announce a unique 

collaboration with Urotrainer, a European-based accredited educational institute, which provided realistic 3D silicon 

models of kidneys with tumours. These models were used in laparoscopic and robotic partial nephrectomy 

competitions, where resident teams were awarded for their best performance in extirpation and renography. 

 

Finally, the URCS Exco would like to thank our sponsors for supporting the event wholeheartedly and the tireless SUA 

secretariat for making it possible. We conclude with our URCS 2024 motto, envisioning our residents as "Learners 

Today, Leaders Tomorrow!" 

 

Dr Raj Tiwari 

Chairperson, URCS 2024 

 

Event Pictures:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pic 1: With external faculties Prof Alex Zlotta and  

Prof Tan Guan Hee  

Pic 2: Opening address by SUA Vice President A/Prof Lau 

Weida  

Pic 3: Interactive discussion between residents and 

faculty during microteaching  

Pic 4: Robotic surgery HOT Briefing  
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Pic 5: 3D Laparoscopic Partial Nephrectomy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pic 6:  Entire group after a successful URCS 2024  

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Raj Tiwari graduated from Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine, National University 
of Singapore in 2009 and attained Membership of Royal College of Surgeons of 
Edinburgh in 2012. He completed 6 years urology residency training at Singapore 
General Hospital (Singhealth) in 2018 and in his final year of training he was selected 
for the Singhealth Residency Leadership Program where he was awarded the 
�%�q�p�m�p�A�_�L�V�_�T�����U�V�N�S���0�N�m�V�L�N�_�p�m�¯�����w�A�l�L�•�����N���w�A�m���A�w�A�l�L�N�L���p�U�N�����a�]�]�N�T�N���a�S���1�q�l�T�N�a�_�m�����a�]�L��
Medal in Urology for his perform ance in the urology exit examinations 2018. On 
completing his residency training he was admitted to both the Academy of Medicine 
Singapore and Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow (Urology) as a 
fellow. He is also a full member of the Singap ore Urological  Association. His sub -
speciality interests include urologic oncology and benign prostate hyperplasia.  
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UROFAIR 2024 and 14th International 
Symposium on Focal therapy and Imaging in 

Prostate and Kidney Cancer  
 

 

 

Urofair is an exciting annual gathering for urologists in Singapore and the surrounding region, celebrated for its role in 

fostering impactful collaborations and innovations in the field. This year, we are particularly grateful to Dr Tay Kae 

Jack, a senior consultant at Singapore General Hospital, for his exceptional leadership in hosting the 14th International 

Symposium on Focal Therapy and Imaging in Prostate and Kidney Cancer. This symposium stood out as a major 

highlight of Urofair 2024, attracting significant interest from attendees. 

 

Over 320 local and regional urologists attended this landmark event, where they were offered a unique opportunity 

to delve into pioneering approaches to focal treatment for prostate and kidney cancers. The enthusiasm was 

particularly evident during the hands-on workshop on focal therapy held on the first day, where participants actively 

engaged in learning new techniques. Additionally, specialized workshops on MRI interpretation, rectal spacer 

insertion, and cryotherapy provided attendees with valuable, practical insights to enhance their clinical practice. 

By Dr. Palaniappan Sundaram 
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The event's excitement continued with a memorable faculty night, which featured a scenic river cruise offering 

picturesque views of Singapore's skyline. Upon reaching Clarke Quay, our international guests were treated to a dining 

experience featuring the local delicacy of chilli crab�v an unforgettable culinary adventure! 

 

The conference unfolded over an additional 3 days, encompassing a wide range of urological subspecialties, including 

Focal Therapy, Uro-Oncology, Endourology, Benign Prostatic Hyperplasia (BPH), Stone Disease, Reconstructive 

Urology, Andrology, and Kidney Transplantation. Delegates and faculty participated in passionate discussions, 

exchanging insights on the latest advancements and deliberating updated management protocols for various 

urological conditions, highlighting the dynamic nature of the field. Urofair also caters to continuing nursing education, 

with close to 200 attending. A dedicated Nursing Symposium and Percutaneous Tibial Nerve Stimulation (PTNS) 

Masterclass for Urology nurses offered tailored sessions to enhance their knowledge and skills, addressing critical 

topics in urologic nursing care. Meanwhile, the GPs were included, too, as a specialized GP Symposium provided 

insights into managing common urological conditions in primary care. Also, more than 100 video and oral abstracts 

were presented at the meeting.  

 

The fun continued during the Gala dinner, where the inaugural Uro Got Talent competition showcased many budding 

talents among local and international attendees. The winner was Prof. Tae Hyo Kim, who sang Gangnam Style and 

performed its trademark horse-riding dance! 

 

As the organizing chairman of Urofair 2024, I sincerely thank my outstanding committee for their dedication and hard 

work, which made this event a resounding success. Overall, Urofair 2024 provided an exceptional platform for 

reconnecting with old friends and establishing new connections within the urological community. 

 

 

"Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much."  

�t Helen Keller 

 

 

This quote perfectly embodies the spirit of Urofair 2024, where the collective effort of the urological community 

continues to push the boundaries in our field. 

 

 

Regards, 

Dr Palaniappan Sundaram 

Organising Chair, Urofair 2024 
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Event Pictures:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pic 1: Focal therapy meeting with attendees  Pic 2: Nursing symposium with attendees  

Pic 3: Singapore Urological Association 
(SUA) president during the opening speech.  

Pic 4: During gala dinner, Prof. Tae Hyo Kim 
sang Gangnam Style  and performed its 
trademark horse -riding dance.  

Dr Palaniappan is a Senior Consultant in the Urology Service, Department of General 
Surgery, Sengkang General Hospital. He graduated from St George's, University of 
London with a Bachelor of Medicine and Surgery (MBBS) in 2006. 

He completed his intercollegiate Membership of the Royal College of Surgeons 
(MRCS) in 2010. Then he went on become an advanced surgical trainee in Urology, 
completed the exams and joined the Academy of Medicine, Singapore as a Fellow. 
After topping the cohort, he also became a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons 
(Glasgow). 
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Local Events and News   

  

 

M ount Elizabeth  Hospital renovation plans were announced 

in the beginning of 2023, titled as Project Renaissance. This 
major overhaul over the past 2 years in phases, updates many 
aspects of the hospital and medical centre, including many new 
clinical and operational assets, such as segregation of clinical 
and public areas, brand new wards, endoscopy centre and an 
integrated radiology complex. Improvements include better 
patient and public traffic such as a new drop -off area for patients,  
ambulances and a new inpatient infotainment  and navigation 
apps named LizWord, Liz Finder respectively . It was recently 
reported the works are ahead of schedule and most of the major 
works will be done by 3 rd Quarter of 2025.  

Source �§ The Business times, Singapore and Project Renaissance 
Newsletters, IHH Healthcare Singapore . 

 

 Global insurance 
giant Allianz was 
stopped from buying 
a majority stake in 
Singapore's Income  
Insurance   

 

Income insurance - Allianz proposed deal was 

recently blocked by the Singapore 
government.  

The announced plans provoked a n array of 
public concerns. The main worry  was that the 
merger  would undermine Income's social 
purpose , and would compromise many 
policyholders and S �V�_�T�A�i�a�l�N�A�_�m�¯�� �V�_�p�N�l�N�m�p�m���V�S�� �V�p��
became part of a profit -driven international 
insurer, critics also cited this as a possible 
avenue for its shareholders  to cash out . 

The idea of a foreign entity owning a majority 
stake in local institution which Singaporeans 
have long and deep emotional ties, also 
unsettled many.  

The decision came after the Ministry of Culture, 
Community and Youth (MCCY) raised 
�J�a�_�J�N�l�_�m�� �a�v�N�l�� �U�a�w�� �p�U�N�� �1�V�_�T�A�i�a�l�N�� �V�_�m�q�l�N�l�¯�m��
cash pile of about S$2 billion  would have been 
handled.  The government has kept options  
open to a possible new deal if its concerns are 
addressed .  

Source �§ Channel News Asia. 
 

Electronic health records to be 
compulsory for all clinics and 
hospitals  

M inistry of Health  intends to pass legislation by early 2025 

to require all remaining private healthcare providers to 
onboard onto the National Electronic Health Record (NEHR) 
system. 

This is part of the MOH's initiatives to enhance quality of care 
by improving patient data flow and developing a national 
medical record system.  

For primary care, polyclinics, and private clinics on Healthier 
SG, all use NEHR accounting for 70% of the primary care 
sector. As for acute hospital care, public hospitals (90%) are 
already contributing to the NEHR whilst private hospitals 
(10%) are not yet on board.  Source- Singapore Business 
Review. 

Mount Elizabeth Hospital  

Last group photo in the old hospital lobby 2024 
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Upcoming College  Events  
Jan 2025  Chapter of Neurosurgeons Talks �¬���]�V�_�V�J�A�]���#�N�q�l�a�m�q�l�T�N�l�y- The Case I learnt most 

�S�l�a�^���V�_���‚�€�‚�„�­ 

Feb 2025  Chapter of Plastic, Reconstructive and Aesthetic Surgeons Lecture Dinner   

May 2025  20th College of Surgeons, Singapore Annual General Meeting  

Jun 2025  Chapter of General Surgeons, Joint Specialty Fellowship Examination in General 
Surgery Preparatory Course 202 5 

Jun 2025  Chapter of Orthopedic Surgeons, 11 th Annual Residency Basic Knee & Hip 
Arthroplasty Cadaveric Course 2025  

Aug 2025  Chapter of Orthopedic Surgeons, Spine Course 2025  

Aug 2025  Chapter of Paeditric Surgeons, 17th Congress of The Asean Society of Paediatric 
Surgery 

Oct 2025  Chapter of Orthop aedic Surgeons, 2 nd National Knee Orthoscopy Cadaveric 
Course 2025  

Oct 2025  Chapter of Neurosurgeons, 3 rd Tham Cheok Fair Lecture 2025  

Nov 2025  College of Surgeons, Singapore Annual Lectureship Dinner 2025  

 

Upcoming Other Events  
 

Jan 2025 International Conference on Orthopedic and Plastic Surgery (ICOOPS)  

Jan 2025 International Conference on Cardiac Surgery and Cardiovascular Disorders 
(ICCSDC) 

Jan 2025 International Conference on Plastic, Reconstructive and Aesthetic Surgery 
(ICPRAS) 

Feb 2025  13th Asia-Pacific Breast Cancer Summit 2025  

Feb 2025  Combined Hand Surgery Summit 2025  

Apr 2025  International Conference Neurosurgery and Neurology (ICSN)  

Mar 2025  

Mar 2025  

International Conference on Neurological Surgery and Radiology (ICNSR)  

SingHealth-Duke -NUS Intestinal Transplant Symposium 2025  

May 2025 

May 2025 

ASEAN Laparoscopic HPB Surgery Conference 2025  

International Congress of the International Liver Transplantation Society 
(ILTS), Singapore 2025  

May 2025 The 33rd Annual Meeting of the Asian Society for Cardiovascular and 
Thoracic Surgery  

Jun 2025  ISAPS Olympiad 2025 Singapore  2025 

Jul 2025  

Aug 2025  

Nov 2025  

International Conference on Surgery and Anesthesia (ICSAA)   

17th Congress of the ASEAN Society of Paediatric Surgery (ASPS) 

The 21st World Congress of Endoscopic Surgery  
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College of Surgeons Dinner 2024 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The College of Surgeons, Singapore Annual Lectureship Dinner 2024 was held on Wednesday, 06 November 2024 at 

One Farrer Hotel. This event was organised as a get-together session to strengthen fraternity, to celebrate 

achievement, to show appreciation and recognise the effort and contributions of the surgical community across the 

healthcare institutions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The highlights of the dinner event were the academic procession, two main lectures and presentation of awards. The 

Guest of Honour was Prof Kenneth Mak, Director-General of Health, MOH. The College Lecture will be delivered by 

our invited speaker Prof Ng Wai Hoe, Group CEO, Singapore Health Services, and the Yahya Cohen Memorial Lecture 

Dr Bernard Lim, College President  
delivering his welcome remark  

Prof Kenneth Mak, GOH  
delivering opening speech  

Prof Ng Wai Hoe, 17 th  
College lecturer  

Dr Lim Chwee Ming, 27 th  
Yahya Cohen Lecturer   
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by Dr Lim Chwee Ming. The College of Surgeons Gold Medals are awarded to the Best Performing Advanced Surgical 

Trainee in their respective specialties.  

�x 17th College of Surgeons Lectureship: From the Operation room to Board Room  

�x 27th Yahya Cohen Lecturer: Phase I study of expanded natural killer cells in combination with cetuximab for 
recurrent/ metastatic nasopharyngeal carcinoma 
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Gold Medalist 2024  
 

 

Dr Law Jia Hao General Surgery 

Dr Lim Jia Xu Neurosurgery 

Dr Pillay Kaamini Orthopaedic Surgery 

Dr Tay Kaijun Otorhinolaryngology - Head & Neck Surgery 

Dr Cai Zhengyang Elijah Plastic, Reconstructive & Aesthetic Surgery 

Dr Tan Yu Guang Urology 

Dr Wendy Zi Wei Teo Hand Surgery (Absent with Apologies)  

 

Gold Medalists with Dr Wong Chiang Yin, Dr Lim Chwee Ming, Prof Kenneth Mak, Dr Bernard Lim, Prof Ng Wai 
Hoe 

(Left to right)  
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New Fellows  
 

A warm welcome to our new surgical fellows joining the College of Surgeons, 
Singapore/Academy of Medicine, Singapore from Aug 2024 to Dec 2024.  

 

Chapter of Orthopaedic Surgeons 

Soh Chee Cheong Reuben 

Chua Tjun Huat Ivan 

Ng Jingwen 

Liang Zhen Chang 

Seah Wee Teck Victor 

Tan Jun Hao 

 

Chapter of Otorhinolaryngologists 

Yeo Wei Xin 

Margaret Zhang Ru-Xiang 

Ng Chin Wei Adele 

Pang Peter Kenny 

 

Chapter of Urologists 

Lee Yuanming Alvin 

 

Chapter of Neurosurgeons 

Lo Yu Tung 

Chapter of Plastic, Reconstructive and 

Aesthetic Surgeons 

Loh Mei Ling 

Keith Koh 

Chapter of General Surgeons 

Tan Wei Leong Glenn 

Tay Jia Sheng 

Sri Ganeshamurthy s/o Thrumurthy 

Kalpana Vijaykumar 
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Overhea rd in the ward  somewhere  ... 
 

�´Doctor, Can you keep me on TPN a little longer,  
�P�\���P�X�P���L�Q�V�L�V�W���R�Q���F�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���P�H���R�Q�F�H���,���F�D�Q���H�D�W�«�� �µ 
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